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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED 607 

The College and the Future. Edited by Richard Ric#, Jr. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915. 

The plan of placing in the hands of college students books of 
selected essays as a basis for exercises in composition has proved, on 
the whole, very satisfactory. The volume which Richard Rice, Jr., 
has prepared for this purpose has the advantage at least of a definite 
plan of thought-development. Instead of relying for interest and 
educational effect upon a miscellaneous collection of essays chosen 
for their stimulating quality and their close relation to life, Mr. Rice 
aims to lead the student on from narrower to wider fields. Be- 
ginning with some essays on the art of writing, continuing with 
discourses upon various phases of college life and concluding with 
brief treatises upon such subjects as " The Discovery of the Future " 
and " The Unity of Human Nature," the book gives no small 
glimpse into modern literature and thought. Among the authors 
whose works are employed are: Thomas Hughes, "William James, 
Woodrow Wilson, Simon Newcombe, John Henry Newman, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Robert Louis Stevenson, H. G. Wells, Arnold Bennett, 
William de Witt Hyde, and Alexander Meiklejohn. Such a collec- 
tion as Mr. Rice has made of first-rate literary material — material 
chosen, moreover, with a teacher's understanding of what is likely 
to hold the attention of undergraduates — cannot fail to serve a good 
purpose. Viewing the book as a whole, however, one is inclined to 
wonder whether the selections are sufficiently representative — 
whether a certain sacrifice of strength and importance in the individ- 
ual articles has not been made for the sake of the progressive scheme 
to which the editor is attached. Good and enlightening as are the 
essays used, it seems that a stronger, if not a better arranged series 
might be compiled, 



